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I heard it through the grapevine that one of our family members had the awesome 

experience of meeting the legendary R & B Diva Ms. Gladys Knight the other day at 

The Home Depot in Atlanta, Georgia.  The two spent a few minutes chatting, and 

Ms. Knight was gracious enough to pose with Beverly Wilson Hines for a once in a 

lifetime snapshot.  Beverly and husband Mack happened to drop into the Depot to 

shop for window blinds when she saw the star shopping for curtains. Even though 

Ms. Knight is a mega superstar, Beverly says she is so down to earth, that she felt 

compelled to tell her that she had taken the midnight train to Vegas (she really 

flew) to hear her sing – if only she had known that she could have seen her for free 

at the Home Depot.  Ms. Knight laughed at the coincidence.  Neither one of them 

wanted to say goodbye!  If only the Pips were there.  Now that would have been like 

icing on the cake! 
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 When life gives us lemons we make lemonade!   

And that’s just what we did on Saturday, June 29, 2013.  

Uncooperative Mother Nature unleashed flooding rains 

and lightning strikes early Saturday morning in South 

Louisiana, but it failed to put a damper on our family 

reunion’s Saturday festivities.  She could not rain on our 

parade!  Fueled by love, faith, and unity, Family Reunion 

Coordinators and family members were adamant on 

moving forward with the reunion as planned.   Though 

we had prayed for blue skies and sunshine, God knows 

best.  We were able to secure Hattie Watts Elementary 

that Saturday and it was just as sweet and incredibly 

intimate.  The gathering at the school that many of the 

family members attended allowed us to connect in ways 

that otherwise would not have happened in the park.  

Everyone had a wonderful time reconnecting, 

reaffirming, and reestablishing our ancestor’s values, 

and just having a good-ole-fashion good time.  Early 

Sunday morning some family members gathered at St. 

Luke Baptist Church for worship, thanksgiving, and 

fellowship, while others decided to attend their own 

church homes. 

A Reunion to Remember INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
A Reunion to Remember 1 

The Power of Prayer 2 

Friday Family Reunion Highlights 3 

Family Business Network 5 

Comfort Foods for Cold & Rainy Days 6 

More Reunion Highlights 7 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 8 

 Backtracking to the Friday night dinner and program, 

Marilyn Perry LaSalle did an awesome job of facilitating and 

planning a memorable program.  The highlights of the 

evening were the Family Roll Call given by Beverly Wilson 

Hines, and the Parade of Branches.  Family members had a 

fun time as they paraded around the room holding high their 

colorful decorated posters signifying the Elmore siblings and 

their offspring.  Andrea Wren Smith delivered the reunion’s 

Purpose, soul-stirring spiritual renditions were sung by 

Jasmine Smith and Doretha Henry, and a beautiful plaque 

was presented to the children of our oldest living relative 

Mrs. Sadie Elmore Wilson, in honor of her dedication to God, 

family and community. A surprise plaque was presented to 

Betty Wilson Preston for working so hard to bring our family 

together on such a memorable occasion.  We can’t wait for 

the next family gathering and plans are already in the 

making!      Family Reunion Highlights begin on page 3  
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THE POWER OF PRAYER 

By Andrea Wren Smith 

 

 The battle is best fought on the knees says 

the faithful and wise.  And how do they know this?  

They know this and believe this because they have 

seen the power of prayer working in their lives.  When 

people pray, the power of the Almighty is unleashed.  

He hears their prayers and answers those who call 

upon His name in faith believing that He will answer 

and take care of their needs.  Prayer brings us into 

the presence of God.  Prayer is direct conversation 

with the One who promises to supply all our needs, 

the One who is the rock we stand on in times of 

adversity, who hides us in the shadow of His wings.  

Daily prayer deepens our relationship with God and 

lets him know we depend on Him – and Him only.  

Prayer releases the healing power of the great Healer.  

Prayer places us in the perfect peace of God.  For the 

Apostle Paul says, “Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with 

“thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 

God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus.”  Praise God for allowing us to 

come into His presence through prayer, for being 

their when we call, and for delivering us by grace 

through His son Jesus Christ unto salvation! 

 

 
 

Lord, I pray that You, O God of hope, will fill me with all joy 

and peace and faith so that I will “abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).  Thank You that 

You have sent Your Holy Spirit to be my Comforter and 

Helper.  Remind me of that in the midst of difficult times.”   

 
(Prayer taken from the Power of a Praying Woman) 

Harvestyme 

Poetry by Andrea Wren 
 

 

Acclimates 

When I was a child 

I thought I wanted to be 

older 

-grow up fast – 

I was convinced youth takes 

too long to shed the past 

I snuck into my mother’s 

closet 

slipped my child feet into 

a pair of high heeled 

pumps 

-royal blue- 

ker thump 

ker thump 

ker thump 

against the hard wood floor 

I wobbled and weaved 

from room to room 

exhausted 

and disappointed 

It was then that I knew 

I still had some growing to do 

before I could walk in my mother’s 

shoes. 

 

WHEN 
For whom do we search when darkness folds or when light blossoms, 

when hysterical waves roll and crash against an unavailing shore, when 

sinuous pleas go unheard and a woman’s thoughts are merely a breeze or 

when a child ponders the ways of his world?  For whom do we search in 

times of ill-fitting threads when dreadful clouds hover and shoes pinch the 

skin for lack of cover when a mate says to the other I have a lover? 

 

For whom do we search when the grasshopper feeds and fire consumes a 

heart of weeds when the summer fruit is cankered and the drummer stands 

at arms and rest comes in the calm –  

O death where is thy sting where is thy balm?  

 

For whom do we search when laughter fills the soul and the belly is full 

from stories of old when carnivals delight and silos are full when the 

desert becomes a river and valleys are green, and when mines burst for 

relief and the earth is at peace?  For whom do we search when all is ill or 

well?  Do we look above or within ourselves? 

 

 Next Issue of the Elmore-Ratliff 

Newsletter will be a special holiday edition and will go out 

December 5, 2013.  We will celebrate Thanksgiving and 

Christmas.  Deadline for submissions is November 15, 2013.  

So share those family holiday recipes and gift giving ideas – 

share whatever you want to bring holiday cheer!  And I 

would like a couple of you to tell us what Thanksgiving 

and/or Christmas mean to you.  Look forward to hearing 

from you!  Have a safe and blessed Labor Day weekend! 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.leisterpro.com/doc/olderversions/Articles/ClipArt_Folder/Design-288.GIF&imgrefurl=http://www.leisterpro.com/doc/olderversions/Articles/ClipArt_Folder/Clip_Art_for_Charts.php&h=111&w=300&sz=5&tbnid=na-LLwhTeiVl9M:&tbnh=46&tbnw=125&prev=/search?q=scroll+clip+art&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=scroll+clip+art&usg=__sbSWAELxhFTvtG_FQJHhqnMz56U=&docid=8n4efEZ7lLU_zM&sa=X&ei=61fwUc8Cg5r1BJfcgIAG&sqi=2&ved=0CEUQ9QEwCA&dur=497
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.leisterpro.com/doc/olderversions/Articles/ClipArt_Folder/Design-288.GIF&imgrefurl=http://www.leisterpro.com/doc/olderversions/Articles/ClipArt_Folder/Clip_Art_for_Charts.php&h=111&w=300&sz=5&tbnid=na-LLwhTeiVl9M:&tbnh=46&tbnw=125&prev=/search?q=scroll+clip+art&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=scroll+clip+art&usg=__sbSWAELxhFTvtG_FQJHhqnMz56U=&docid=8n4efEZ7lLU_zM&sa=X&ei=61fwUc8Cg5r1BJfcgIAG&sqi=2&ved=0CEUQ9QEwCA&dur=497
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.leisterpro.com/doc/olderversions/Articles/ClipArt_Folder/Design-288.GIF&imgrefurl=http://www.leisterpro.com/doc/olderversions/Articles/ClipArt_Folder/Clip_Art_for_Charts.php&h=111&w=300&sz=5&tbnid=na-LLwhTeiVl9M:&tbnh=46&tbnw=125&prev=/search?q=scroll+clip+art&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=scroll+clip+art&usg=__sbSWAELxhFTvtG_FQJHhqnMz56U=&docid=8n4efEZ7lLU_zM&sa=X&ei=61fwUc8Cg5r1BJfcgIAG&sqi=2&ved=0CEUQ9QEwCA&dur=497
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FAMILY BUSINESS NETWORK 
 

Isabella the Belle of Ironwood ,  

a novel by Andrea Wren centers around the  

fictitious life of fifteen year old Isabella Carbet  

who leaves the comfort of her  

French Carribean home for Louisiana.  

Through surprising twists and turns,  

the novel explores ideas of freedom  

and bondage, and offers and  

interesting perspective on  

America during the 19th century. 

From the back alleys of New  

Orleans to the bayous and  

sugarcane plantations, Isabella struggles with  

the darker side of human nature and the heartbreak  

of the Civil War.  Yet over the years she forges  

friendships from hardship and experiences the joy  

of love and family, and God’s redeeming grace.   

To purchase your copy of Isabella  

the Belle of Ironwood contact the  

author by email at awsmith219@yahoo.com. 

The Family Together at St. Luke Baptist 
Church 

 

 
MYRON WILSON 

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION, LLC 
Wilson Design and Construction is a residential contractor and 

design company specializing in custom homes, additions, and 

renovations. We have become the area's benchmark for fine 

custom homes. We are a sought after and premier builder and 

designer of top-quality homes in the greater Lafayette, Louisiana 

area.  Owner Myron J. Wilson, Sr. has established himself as one 

of the recognized leaders in his field. We build homes as if they 

were our very own. We purpose to make the process of building 

your dream home one of pure joy, pride, and above all, ease. We 

take the time to work with the homeowner from start to finish – 

planning and building the house. Varying in design and styles, 

homes – whether it’s residential, business or a church home - 

Wilson Construction and Design stands out as truly unique. They 

are as unique as our South Louisiana culture.  You'll find his 

homes in the southern Louisiana areas.  Contact Myron Wilson, 

Sr. at  337.316.3458 or e-mail .  Also, visit his website at 

MyronWilsonContruction.com developed by his sister Sheena 

Coleman. 

mailto:awsmith219@yahoo.com
mailto:info@myronwilsonconstruction.com
http://www.myronwilsonconstruction.com/
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COMFORT FOODS FOR THOSE 

COLD AND RAINY DAYS 

 

 

BLT & Deviled Egg Salad 

Sandwiches 

Serves 4 

 

12 slices bacon 

8   slices good-quality white bread 

10 eggs 

2   tbsp. grated onions 

1   tbsp. Dijon or yellow mustard 

1   tbsp. sweet pickle relish 

2-3  tsp. hot sauce, such as     

Tabasco 

½  small red chile pepper, finely 

chopped  

1   clove garlic, grated or pasted 

2-3  tbsp. mayonnaise (or Greek 

Yogurt) 

Salt and pepper 

Romaine leaves and tomato slices, 

for serving 

Red pepper jelly (optional) 

 

Step 1: Preheat oven to 375 

degrees.  Arrange the bacon on a 

broiler pan and roast until crisp, 

about 15 mins.  Preheat the broiler.  

Place the bread on a baking sheet 

and toast, turning once, for 2 mins. 

 

Step 2: Meanwhile, in a large 

saucepan, combine the eggs and 

enough cold water to cover; bring to 

a rolling boil.  Remove the pan from 

the heat, cover and let stand 10 

mins. Drain the eggs, crack the 

shells; cover the eggs in their shells 

with cold water and let stand for a 

couple of minutes, then peel the 

eggs. 

 

Step 3: Halve the eggs and place 

the yolks in a bowl.  Add the onion, 

mustard, relish, hot sauce, chili and 

garlic; mash together. Stir in just 

enough mayo to make smooth; 

season with salt and pepper.  Chop 

the egg whites and fold into the 

deviled yolks. 

 

Step 4: Divide the egg salad among 

4 toast slices.  Top with the lettuce, 

tomato, and bacon. Spread the top 

toast slices with a little red pepper 

jelly, if desired, and cover the 

sandwiches. 

************************************ 

 

SHRIMP AND CRAB GUMBO 

 

2 lbs. peeled shrimp 

6 gumbo crabs 

1 lb. crabmeat 

½ gallon of shrimp stock or 

water 

Holy Trinity 

Resurrection 

2 bay leaves 

Trifecta 

Amen 

 

First you make a roux!  When the 

roux is the color of the bayou 

after a heavy rain (dark brown), 

add Holy Trinity and 

Resurrection, onions first.  Cook 

30 minutes, stirring often.  Add 

½ gallon of water or shrimp 

stock.  Season with the Trifecta. 

Add gumbo crabs and bay 

leaves.  Cook on medium heat 

for at least 30 minutes.  Add 

more seasoning to taste.  Add 

Shrimp.  Cook until pink (about 

10 minutes).  Turn off fire. Add 

crabmeat and Amen.  Let stand 

for at least 30 minutes before 

serving. 

 

Serve with rice, Spicy Potato 

Salad, and French Bread.  For 

oysters, add with oyster juice 

right before adding crabmeat. 

 

HOLY TRINITY 

3 onions, chopped 

1 green bell pepper, chopped 

4 celery stalks, chopped 

 

THE RESURRECTION 

6 garlic toes, chopped 

 

THE TRIFECTA 

½ teaspoon salt 

½ teaspoon cayenne pepper 

3 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 

 

THE AMEN 

½ cup green onion tops, 

chopped 

½ cup Italian parsley, chopped 

 

THE ROUX 

¾ cup of vegetable oil to 1cup 

flour.  A black cast iron pot 

makes the best roux.  On 

medium heat, add oil first, then 

flour.  Stir constantly with a flat 

wooden spoon.  In about 10 

minutes, the mixture will start to 

turn a darker color.  The ideal 

color is dark brown.  Lower the 

fire,  Do not burn the roux!  

When the color is almost right 

add the onions first.  The onions 

not only allow the roux to cool, 

but the sugar from the onions 

keeps the color right.  After a 

few minutes add the other 

vegetables.  Stir often and cook 

for another 15-20 minutes.  Add 

liquid, whether water or shrimp 

stock.  Remember the difference 

between a gumbo and stew is 

the amount of liquid used.  

Season with the Trifecta. 

Bon appetite!!! 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=comfort+food+clipart&start=342&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=KeEU9t6eZy-FpM:&imgrefurl=http://www.webmd.com/lung/copd/ss/slideshow-energy-boosting-foods&docid=uRbVPXUwC-0T9M&imgurl=http://img.webmd.com/dtmcms/live/webmd/consumer_assets/site_images/articles/health_tools/copd_foods_slideshow/getty_rm_photo_of_copd_comfort_food.jpg&w=493&h=335&ei=ZwP0UY2BJ4SK9QSiuoG4BQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:54,s:300,i:166&iact=rc&page=21&tbnh=152&tbnw=228&ndsp=16&tx=122.4000244140625&ty=64.80000305175781
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=gumbo+images&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=qgDv-g8QrK7nRM:&imgrefurl=http://www.pescetarianjournal.com/2013/01/easy-weeknight-cajun-style-gumbo.html&docid=fL0wJA8q1PWWRM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-bBL6RLcZcAw/UOna_Fa8MDI/AAAAAAAADD8/dERnds7wVgE/s1600/CrabGumbo2_LATEST-1.jpg&w=1600&h=1157&ei=hRH0UaXmLoXe8wSs54DgBg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:28,s:0,i:173&iact=rc&page=3&tbnh=176&tbnw=263&start=27&ndsp=13&tx=123.4000244140625&ty=86.20001220703125
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=comfort+food+clipart&start=342&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=KeEU9t6eZy-FpM:&imgrefurl=http://www.webmd.com/lung/copd/ss/slideshow-energy-boosting-foods&docid=uRbVPXUwC-0T9M&imgurl=http://img.webmd.com/dtmcms/live/webmd/consumer_assets/site_images/articles/health_tools/copd_foods_slideshow/getty_rm_photo_of_copd_comfort_food.jpg&w=493&h=335&ei=ZwP0UY2BJ4SK9QSiuoG4BQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:54,s:300,i:166&iact=rc&page=21&tbnh=152&tbnw=228&ndsp=16&tx=122.4000244140625&ty=64.80000305175781
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=gumbo+images&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=qgDv-g8QrK7nRM:&imgrefurl=http://www.pescetarianjournal.com/2013/01/easy-weeknight-cajun-style-gumbo.html&docid=fL0wJA8q1PWWRM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-bBL6RLcZcAw/UOna_Fa8MDI/AAAAAAAADD8/dERnds7wVgE/s1600/CrabGumbo2_LATEST-1.jpg&w=1600&h=1157&ei=hRH0UaXmLoXe8wSs54DgBg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:28,s:0,i:173&iact=rc&page=3&tbnh=176&tbnw=263&start=27&ndsp=13&tx=123.4000244140625&ty=86.20001220703125
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MORE 2013 REUNION 
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Gillis Wilson III and LaKeisha Mitchell 

were married on July 27th 2013 at 

Rose Hill Baptist Church in Rosedale, 

LA at 3:30 p.m.  The reception was held 

at The Belle of Baton Rouge Casino 

Hotel in Baton Rouge, LA.   Gillis III 

and LaKeisha met 14 years ago at 

Southern University A&M College in 

Baton Rouge, LA.  Together they have 

3 children.....Gilnesha, Gillis IV, and 

Geremiah Wilson.  Over 300 guests 

joined them as they became Mr. and 

Mrs. Gillis R. Wilson III.   

 

 

  

"We give all honor and glory to GOD 

for bringing us this far in life 

together and we know HE will 

continue to bless us with many, many, 

many more years to come.  We 

would also like to thank ALL family 

members who travelled to be with us 

on our special day....those who 

couldn't make it.....thank you for 

keeping us in your thoughts and 

prayers. God Bless!" 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+clipart&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=i4ynRymRlSyRdM:&imgrefurl=http://royalweddinggallery.blogspot.com/2011/03/wedding-clipart-2011-wedding-clipart.html&docid=AxIsU41_EISzuM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0CXi3qlLHQk/TXE75CYHY5I/AAAAAAAAAP8/2vFVMaVe6oA/s320/Clip+art+wedding+1.gif&w=320&h=172&ei=91IKUqeYGqX22QWlsYEw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:72,s:0,i:314&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=137&tbnw=256&start=72&ndsp=22&tx=86.4000015258789&ty=77.60000610351562
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+clipart&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=i4ynRymRlSyRdM:&imgrefurl=http://royalweddinggallery.blogspot.com/2011/03/wedding-clipart-2011-wedding-clipart.html&docid=AxIsU41_EISzuM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0CXi3qlLHQk/TXE75CYHY5I/AAAAAAAAAP8/2vFVMaVe6oA/s320/Clip+art+wedding+1.gif&w=320&h=172&ei=91IKUqeYGqX22QWlsYEw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:72,s:0,i:314&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=137&tbnw=256&start=72&ndsp=22&tx=86.4000015258789&ty=77.60000610351562
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+clipart&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=i4ynRymRlSyRdM:&imgrefurl=http://royalweddinggallery.blogspot.com/2011/03/wedding-clipart-2011-wedding-clipart.html&docid=AxIsU41_EISzuM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0CXi3qlLHQk/TXE75CYHY5I/AAAAAAAAAP8/2vFVMaVe6oA/s320/Clip+art+wedding+1.gif&w=320&h=172&ei=91IKUqeYGqX22QWlsYEw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:72,s:0,i:314&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=137&tbnw=256&start=72&ndsp=22&tx=86.4000015258789&ty=77.60000610351562
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+clipart&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=i4ynRymRlSyRdM:&imgrefurl=http://royalweddinggallery.blogspot.com/2011/03/wedding-clipart-2011-wedding-clipart.html&docid=AxIsU41_EISzuM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0CXi3qlLHQk/TXE75CYHY5I/AAAAAAAAAP8/2vFVMaVe6oA/s320/Clip+art+wedding+1.gif&w=320&h=172&ei=91IKUqeYGqX22QWlsYEw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:72,s:0,i:314&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=137&tbnw=256&start=72&ndsp=22&tx=86.4000015258789&ty=77.60000610351562
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+clipart&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=i4ynRymRlSyRdM:&imgrefurl=http://royalweddinggallery.blogspot.com/2011/03/wedding-clipart-2011-wedding-clipart.html&docid=AxIsU41_EISzuM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0CXi3qlLHQk/TXE75CYHY5I/AAAAAAAAAP8/2vFVMaVe6oA/s320/Clip+art+wedding+1.gif&w=320&h=172&ei=91IKUqeYGqX22QWlsYEw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:72,s:0,i:314&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=137&tbnw=256&start=72&ndsp=22&tx=86.4000015258789&ty=77.60000610351562
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+clipart&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=i4ynRymRlSyRdM:&imgrefurl=http://royalweddinggallery.blogspot.com/2011/03/wedding-clipart-2011-wedding-clipart.html&docid=AxIsU41_EISzuM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0CXi3qlLHQk/TXE75CYHY5I/AAAAAAAAAP8/2vFVMaVe6oA/s320/Clip+art+wedding+1.gif&w=320&h=172&ei=91IKUqeYGqX22QWlsYEw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:72,s:0,i:314&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=137&tbnw=256&start=72&ndsp=22&tx=86.4000015258789&ty=77.60000610351562
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+clipart&sa=X&rlz=1W1ACEW_enUS406US407&biw=1081&bih=586&tbm=isch&tbnid=i4ynRymRlSyRdM:&imgrefurl=http://royalweddinggallery.blogspot.com/2011/03/wedding-clipart-2011-wedding-clipart.html&docid=AxIsU41_EISzuM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0CXi3qlLHQk/TXE75CYHY5I/AAAAAAAAAP8/2vFVMaVe6oA/s320/Clip+art+wedding+1.gif&w=320&h=172&ei=91IKUqeYGqX22QWlsYEw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:72,s:0,i:314&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=137&tbnw=256&start=72&ndsp=22&tx=86.4000015258789&ty=77.60000610351562
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Family  Members!!! 

Terry Johnson, Jr., June 3 

Jhai Brown, June 3 

Shenica Simmons, June 7 

Tiffany Johnson, June 12 

LaVar Stevenson, June 25 

Betty W. Preston, June 27 

Ebony Ladday, July 10 

Mariah Smith, July 10 

Ernest “Nick” Wilson, July 18 

Jazlynn Levings, July 21 

Jasmine Smith, July 25 

Gillisa W. Jones, July 26 

Calvin Veal, July 30 

Alexis Ladday, August 8 

Ezekiel Simmons, August 10 

Frankie Jo Smith, August 10 

Sherry Williams, August 17 

Tegan Simmons, August 17 

Brian Smith, August 19 

Naima Wilson, August 22 

 

   

 

SOULFUL EXPRESSIONS FROM THE HEART 
 

My Dear Family,  
 I could not let this day pass without letting everyone know how much many of us enjoyed the 
reunion weekend. I was talking to Don (Uncle Nick’s son) and Kay (Corey’s wife) this morning and we 
were all still filled with excitement about our chance to spend time with everyone. To the Coordinators 
and all of behind the scenes planners and helpers, thank you.  It is evident that many hours of 
meaningful, coordinated and methodical planning went into this event. No detail went unnoticed, and we 
are very, very grateful for the time, effort, and sacrifices that each of you made to make our reunion a 
well-planned and memorable one. Friday night was AMAZING! And despite the weather on Saturday, I 
don’t think anyone could have pulled together a contingency plan as perfect as the one set forth at Hattie 
Watts. Everyone was overly generous in their sharing.  Rod my son, Eric, loves the Protector of the 
Native Order comic book he won playing BINGO! It’s great to see faces that look like his on the pages! I 
will be spreading the word about the website to his ten year old buddies! I am hopeful that there will be a 
sharing of pictures from everyone who captured moments this weekend. Valerie (Valway) shared the 
attached pictures on today with my mother. These are Aunt Sadie and Matte’s great and great-great 
grandchildren celebrating in their honor! I don’t think anyone would argue about how much fun these 
kids 
you.  
 
Angela Washington Randall 

 

************************************************* 
Andrea, Betty, Beverly, and Sheena, 
     Thank you for spearheading the Elmore-Ratliff Family Reunion.  It was so wonderfully and beautifully 
organized.  Great job!  We enjoyed it so very much.  In fact, we are still positively "reeling and 
rocking".  Everything was awesomely decent and without a single doubt totally in order.  Thank you for 
allowing our GOD and Father to use you to bless our family. It was and continues to be a blessing to us. 
     We remain totally immersed in GOD's Love and JESUS' Joy. 
Lovingly submitted, 
 
The Simmons family 
Val-way, Zik, Shenica, and Tegan 

 

A Very Special Thank-You to 
the following Businesses & 

People for their help in 
making this the best family 

reunion ever!!! 
*********** 

The City of Patterson 
Mayor Rodney Grogan  

Police Chief Patrick LaSalle 
Mrs. Pamela Washington 

********** 
The Kemper Williams Civic 

Center & Personnel 
********** 

Ms. Kealear Rochon, District 
Manager, 

Jackson Hewitt Tax Services 
Lafayette, LA 

********** 
Patterson State Bank 

Patterson, LA 
********* 

C&M Sweet,  
Claudette Dugar, Owner 

Patterson, LA 
******** 

Hulco Printers, Inc./Festival T-
Shirts, Scott, LA 

********* 
Sleep Inn 

Berwick, LA 
*********  

www.papermart.com 
www.imprint.com 

www.orientaltrading.com 
 

 

 

Don & Minister Sheena Coleman 

42 years; June 1 

Brandon & Gillisa W. Jones 

4 years; June 13 

Dalton, Sr. & Andrea Hilliard 

 27 years; June 14 

Mack & Beverly Hines 

17 years; June 8 

Jerome & Sherwanda Johnson 

13 years; June 18 

Kent, Jr. & Yolanda Smith  

2 years; June 18 

Rev. & Mrs. Ezekiel Simmons, III 

40 years; June 23 

Kent, Sr. & Andrea Smith 

33 years; July 12 

Mark & Tonya W. Johnson 

14 years; July 31 

Rod & Carina Brown 

3 years; September 25

 
 

MORE 

BIRTHDAYS…. 

 

Jennifer Wren, August 23 

Corliss Paige Smith, August 25 

Steve Veal, August 29 

Kent D. Smith, Jr., August 31 

Allegra Michelle Wren, September 1 

Brian Smith, Jr. (BJ), September 2  

Steve Brown, September 4 

Carina Brown, September 5 

Kayla Brown, September 10 

Marilyn Perry LaSalle, September 13 

Connie Veal, September 15 

Rod Brown, September 17 

Dyamond Levings, September 18 

Connie Smith, September 19 

Mack Hines, September 22 

Myles Wren, September 30 

 
 

http://www.papermart.com/
http://www.imprint.com/

